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Preface
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution on December 19, 2019 to hold an
“International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies” on 7th September. The day aims to raise public
awareness at all levels-individual, community, corporate and government-that clean air is
important for health, productivity, the economy and the environment.
In view of the above, ENVIS-EPTRI in association with Telangana State Pollution Control Board
organized a webinar to mark the first International day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 7th
September 2020 during 11.00 am to 1.30 pm. The webinar was hosted by BEST Innovation
University.
Sri Allola Indrakaran Reddy, Hon’ble Minister for Environment, Forest, Law and Endowment
through video message has emphasized that as air pollution is a matter of concern and the
plantation program under Haritha Haram taken up by the Hon’ble Chief Minister will address the
air pollution issues and advocated all to be a part of the program.
Sri Adhar Sinha, Spl. Chief Secretary, GoT and Director General, EPTRI has presided the
program and highlighted the importance and need of the day to raise public awareness at all levels
and peoples participation towards conservation of the natural resources is important.
Smt. Neetu Kumar Prasad, Member Secretary, TSPCB has shared the initiatives that government
is taking and the action plan for reducing the air pollution being implemented in the four nonattainment cities.
An e-poster was released during the proceedings of the meeting. The meeting was also attended
by the Chancellor and vice chancellor of BestIU and about 200 participants are connected through
the web.
Dr. Manoranjan Bhanja, IFS (Retd.), Advisor, EPTRI has concluded the session stating that
forests play a major role in keeping the air clean, as forest fires not only increase the temperature
but also increase the emission of CO2 therefore restoration of degraded forest is important for
clean air.
The deliberations concluded with a commitment to spread the awareness among all and realign
our way of living towards sustainable development, by altering our actions with reduced
consumption of energy, conserving of natural resources, following the principles of 3-Rs –
Reduce, Reuse and recycle of the materials.

M. Suneela
ENVIS CoordinatorEPTRI
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Welcome note
The event was coordinated by Dr. M. Suneela, Scientist and
ENVIS Coordinator. She has given an introduction about
EPTRI and welcomed the dignitaries, participants to the virtual
awareness campaign on “Clean air for all.” She has briefed
about the importance of this day.

Dr. M. Suneela
ENVIS Coordinator

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLEAN AIR FOR BLUE SKIES
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution to hold an “International Day of Clean
Air for Blue Skies” on December 19, 2019, during its 74 th session and invited the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) to facilitate the observance of the International Day, in collaboration
with other relevant organisations. The very first International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies is held
on 7th September, 2020.
THEME
The theme for 2020 is Clean Air for All.
The Day Aims To
1. Raise public awareness at all levels—individual, community, corporate and government—that
clean air is important for health, productivity, the economy and the environment.
2. Demonstrate the close link of air quality to other environmental/developmental challenges such
as – most and foremost – climate change and the global Sustainable Development Goals.
3. Promote and facilitate solutions that improve air quality by sharing actionable knowledge best
practices, innovations, and success stories.
4. Bring together diverse international actors working on this topic to form a strategic alliance to
gain momentum for concerted national, regional and international approaches for effective air
quality management.
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Video Message

Congratulated and conveyed the greetings on “International day of
Clean Air for Blue Skies”. Hon’bl Minister emphasized that air
pollution is a matter of concern and encouraged the youngsters for
individual contribution by planting trees to control pollution.
Hon’bl Minister also mentioned that Telangana Government is
implementing an action plan in Hyderabad and two other towns for

Sri. Allola Indrakiran Reddy

reducing air pollution. A three tier committees were constituted for

Hon’ble Minister of Environment
Forest, Law and Endowments
Govt. of Telangana

supervising, reviewing and executing the action plan.

Further

strengthening of Air quality monitoring in the State is also being
taken up and emphasized that each one of us need to follow green
deeds to reduce the air pollution and have healthier life.

Opening Remarks

Sri Adhar Sinha, IAS, has presided the program and highlighted the
importance and need of the day to raise public awareness at all levels
and peoples participation towards conservation of the natural
resources.
Air pollution levels in India's capital have soared to hazardous levels,
leaving a toxic grey haze and causing poor visibility. Pollution is
causing harm to both human and ecosystem health. The lockdown to
contain COVID-19 has shown improvement in air quality.

Shri. Aadhar Sinha, IAS

There is a need for good practices to combat the pollution so that we

Spl. Chief Secretary to Govt.,
Govt. of Telangana and Director
General, EPTRI

can have clean air with clear skies. Breathing exercises in clean air can
help us relax.
Requested everyone to follow the safety precautions laid down during
the COVID pandemic and stay healthy.
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Messages

Smt. Neethu Kumari Prasad, IAS
Member Secretary, TSPCB,
Government of Telangana

Dr. Roopa Vasudevan
Chancellor BESTIU

Member Secretary, TSPCB, Government of Telangana stated that
Vehicular pollution is the major contributor of air pollution. GoI
has selected 122 cities under the National Clean Air Program
(NCAP) for achieving good air quality. 4 cities from Telangana
have major pollution issues and Hyderabad is one among them.
PCB has taken certain measures by checking air quality of 42
places every day and displaying of 3 digital panels about air and
noise quality at traffic junctions to create public awareness under
the National Clean Air program.

Chancellor BESTIU stated that they are promoting conservation of
resources through webinars, workshops, videos and also publishing
documents to create awareness among people. Eco-friendly
initiatives were taken up by the University for Zero Carbon
Emission. “Trash to cash” initiative to promote recycling of waste is
one of them. There is a need to pledge for individual contribution
for cleaner air to view the blue sky because together we can bring
the change

Vice Chancellor, BESTIU they encourage college students to have
social and scientific commitments to protect the air quality and he
also awared the students about the conservation education of natural
resources.

Dr. D L Maheswar,
Vice Chancellor,
BESTIU
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e- Poster on Clean Air for All
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Session I: IMPACTS OF AIR POLLUTION ON HEALTH
Speaker’s Profile
Dr. Shailaja Tetali has been with the Indian Institute of Public Health-Hyderabad since 2009,
and is an Associate Professor. She has a PhD from the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, where she estimated the Public Health
impacts of children’s transportation. She is a physician, with a Masters
Degree in Safety Promotion and Injury Prevention (Karolinska Institute,
Sweden), and a Masters in Public Health (Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for
Medical Sciences and Technology, Trivandrum).
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Session II: Mitigation of Air Pollution in Urban Areas – A case Study of Hyderabad City
Speaker’s Profile
Dr Dasari Prasad is working as Environmental Scientist in Telangana State Pollution Control Board and is
heading the air section. He has more than 20 years of experience in the field of environmental
regulation. He was awarded doctoral degree in source apportionment of air pollutants in
Hyderabad city. He has published several papers and also presented his papers on air pollution
in International Conferences across the Globe in major countries like USA, Australia, China and
Europe.
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Concluding Remarks
Advisor, EPTRI has concluded the session by explaining
how forest play a major role in keeping the air clean, as
forest fires not only increase the temperature but also
increase the emission of CO2 therefore restoration of
degraded forest is important. He also said, awareness needs
to go to public level about how productively we can recycle
Dr. Manoranjan Bhanja, IFS (R)
Advisor (Tech), EPTRI

waste and keep our environment clean.
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News clipping and videos in social media
7th September, 2020

Link-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rFD5Dp8CrfQ

Link- https://www.facebook.com/bestiu20/videos/1003264953421113/
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Glimpses of the Webinar

Glimpses of the webinar
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