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Welcome note
The event was moderated by Dr. M. Suneela, Scientist and
ENVIS Coordinator. Dr Suneela welcomed the dignitaries,
officials from different Govt. department & participants to the
virtual awareness workshop on “Individual Contribution for
clean air” and briefed about the importance of this day.
Dr. M. Suneela
Scientist & ENVIS Coordinator

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLEAN AIR FOR BLUE SKIES
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Resolution to hold an “International Day of Clean
Air for Blue Skies” on December 19, 2019, during its 74th session and invited the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) to facilitate the observance of the International Day, in collaboration
with other relevant organisations. The first International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies was
celebrated in 2020 with the theme “Clean Air for All” & the second is celebrated on 7th September,
2021.
THEME
The theme for 2021 is “Healthy Air Healthy Planet.”
The Day Aims To
1. Raise public awareness at all levels—individual, community, corporate and government—that
clean air is important for health, productivity, the economy and the environment.
2. Demonstrate the close link of air quality to other environmental/developmental challenges such
as – most and foremost – climate change and the global Sustainable Development Goals.
3. Promote and facilitate solutions that improve air quality by sharing actionable knowledge best
practices, innovations, and success stories.
4. Bring together diverse international actors working on this topic to form a strategic alliance to
gain momentum for concerted national, regional and international approaches for effective air
quality management.
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Key Note Address

Sri Adhar Sinha, IAS, has presided the program and highlighted
the importance and need to raise public awareness at all levels.
Shri Sinha also pointed on the observations based on of our
activities in day to day life and their contribution towards the
pollution and need to amend our actions in such a way to reduce
the foot print of pollution. The pollution due to natural activities
also contributes to air pollution apart from anthropogenic
activities. Hence, our actions to regulate the anthropogenic

Shri. Adhar Sinha, IAS

activities are important.

Spl. Chief Secretary to Govt.,
Govt. of Telangana and
Director General, EPTRI

Sri Sinha has further highlighted that the clean air ensures an
azure visualisation lest will be hazy impacting the quality of life.
The stakeholder departments are advised to focus more seriously
on the implementation of the action plan to achieve the desired
goals and objectives. Further, it was emphasised for focussing on
banning the open burning of dry waste by sensitising the
sanitation workers and general public.
More such webinars and awareness campaigns should be
conducted in collaboration with Government departments
especially in ULBs and for citizens in attaining the clean air.

Special Address
Smt. Neetu Prasad, Member Secretary, TSPCB emphasized that
apart from localized effects of air pollution the Climate Change is
a matter of severe concern.
Smt Neeta also highlighted about the draft report on climate
change published by UN Organization stating that in next 30
years around 3 degree celcius of temperature will increase if the
pollution is not controlled resulting in extinction of species,

Smt. Neetu Prasad, IAS
Member Secretary, TSPCB

pandemics, ecosystem collapse and also rising in the sea level.
Therefore, there is a need to bring transformational change in our
behavoiur and life style to tackle the issue of climate change.
Actions that are more concerted are required from individual to
International level in mitigating the air pollution.
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Session I: NCAP and reduction in air pollution, air quality and its health.
Speaker’s Profile
Prof. Mukesh Sharma, Professor of Civil Engineering at IIT Kanpur, India a Fellow of National
Academy Engineering. He has been a visiting professor at University of Guelph, Canada and Kyoto
University, Japan. His areas of research: air quality monitoring, modeling and management, exposure
assessment and simulations. He has published/presented over 100 papers in journals and conferences.
His significant contributions include (i) expert adviser to international agencies, WHO, International
Council for Clean Transport (ICCT), Clean Air Asia, Manila, UNEP and the World Bank, New Delhi;
(ii) development of national air quality index for the overall status of air quality and health impacts;
and (iii) formulation of national air quality standards. International, national media and journals have
highlighted his work; Nature, Science, the Economist, UK, British Broadcasting Corporation, Time
Magazine, and Wall Street Journal.

Professor Mukesh Sharm highlighted the importance of the air pollution and especially that of the
PM2.5.
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Session II: Role of IoR in Assisting Regulators and Policy Makers to Mitigate Air
Pollution
Speaker’s Profile
Dr. Asif Qureshi is an Associate Professor in the Department of Civil Engineering at IIT Hyderabad. Prior
to joining IIT Hyderabad in 2013, he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at Harvard University, School of Public
Health. He completed his PhD in Environmental Science from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
(ETH) Zurich, Switzerland in 2011, his Masters in Environmental Engineering from the University of British
Columbia, Canada, and B.Tech. in Civil Engineering from IIT Kanpur.
His research group works on various aspects of environmental science and health. More specifically cycling
and fate of certain trace pollutants and associated health. He has published in many high impact
multidisciplinary and field-specific journals such as Nature and Environmental Science & Technology of the
American Chemical Society. He is on the Editorial Board of well-known journal PLOS One, and on PLOS
Climate. He officially represented India in 2019 in the Asia-Pacific Regional Consultation Meeting related to
the Conference of Parties of the Minamata Convention on Mercury held in Thailand.
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Session III: Implementation of the Action Plan for Reducing Air Pollution in
Hyderabad and Road Map
Speaker’s Profile
Shri B.Santosh Kumar, IAS, Additional Commissioner, Health & Sanitation, GHMC, Head of
City Level Implementation Committee, National clean air program.
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Concluding Remarks
Vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Dasari Prasad, TSPCB to
the dignitaries, speakers on giving the technical facts and
giving a detailed insight on action plans and participants for
attending the program.
He highlighted how small sources of pollution like incense
Dr. Dasari Prasad,

stick can majorly contribute to air pollution.
Sensitization program was taken by TSPCB to reduce the

Environmental Scientist, TSPCB

burning of open waste and it has drastically has minimized air
pollution from past years.

Way Forward
•

Use of renewable energy should be increased to reduce air pollution.

•

Small steps can be taken for bigger change like not burning of dry waste.

•

Small sources of pollution like incense stick and cigarettes smoking can majorly contribute to
air pollution.

•

Actions should be taken at individual levels in behavior and life style to minimize air pollution.

•

More webinars and awareness campaigns should be conducted in collaboration with
Government departments and officials and also to make the citizens to take the responsibility
in keeping the air clean.

Action Points
•

Increasing the green cover and introducing gas and electrical vehicles for transportation to
reduce air emissions.

•

Reducing transportation sector emissions by creating low carbon policy.

•

Encouraging non motorized transport like walking & cycling.

•

Adaptation of mitigation measures to reduce GHG emission and waste reduction.

•

Construction and development of new sustainable and climate resilient industrial parks.

•

Energy and environmental audits on a regular interval of time.

•

Implementation of energy efficiency in residential and non- residential sector.

•

Introduction of green tax to control movement of aged vehicles.

•

Strengthening of public transport and multimode transport system.
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News clipping and videos in social media
7th September, 2021
Instagram page link:
https://instagram.com/eptri_envis_hyderab
ad?u tm_medium=c

Twitter link:
https://twitter.com/eptriindia/status/14355
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Facebook Link:
https://www.facebook.com/eptri.eptri.3/videos/13582463112
36076/?sfnsn=wiwspmo
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Glimpses of the Webinar

Glimpses of the webinar

Page 10

Annexure I
Presentation by Prof. Mukesh Sharma
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Annexure II
Presentation by Dr. Asif Qureshi
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Annexure III
Presentation by Shri B.Santosh Kumar, IAS, Additional Commissioner, Health &
Sanitation, GHMC
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